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OUR MISSION WHILE .
PIVOTING, INNOVATING,
AND GROWING DURING
A REMARKABLE YEAR
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

We celebrated our 24th anniversary in 2020. And what a remarkable year
that it was!

As always, it is important to look beyond the mere numbers to understand
that in spite of absolutely unprecedented circumstances, we never stopped
providing the authentic nature-based experiences so important to our
understanding and appreciation of the Northwoods. While COVID-19
brought about the unfortunate demise of many non-profits across the
Northwoods and the United States, the North Lakeland Discovery Center
and it’s amazingly talented staff pivoted almost on a dime to reinvent
ourselves as a digital presence with “Discover at Home”, “Discover on
Demand”, and individual school-based online interactions. Staff continued
to work remotely, and people around the globe discovered that although
they might live, for example, in New Zealand, that they could still appreciate
wonderful information about Wisconsin Loons (true story).

Our many volunteers also adapted to still help us as they could. We
reviewed all of our programs on a monthly basis to determine what
programs we could safely offer in light of COVID-19 safety protocols. In this
fashion we could still conduct socially distant masked snowshoe hikes, and
then eventually maskless canoe trips and hikes that we have gradually been
able to return to this summer. And our trails and “Nature Playscape” have
received record attendance, roughly a 30% increase. So we remained a vital
service and opportunity for our members and the community throughout
the pandemic, just as we were reminded what an important role nature
plays in our quality of life.

As fate happens, for all appropriate reasons we had two vacancies develop
in our staff just as COVID-19 arrived, and we were in retrospect wise to
pause in their rehiring. It was very hard, but the staff and | all stepped up to
the plate to help cover those lost workers’ duties. That crucial savings, along
with receiving a forgivable $95,000 federal Paycheck Protection Program
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR conTinuep

(PPP) loan (plus a second $80,000 in the following fiscal year), plus winning
a competitive State of Wisconsin Cultural grant of $44,000 signifying our
importance historically and within the community, allowed us to withstand
the estimated $154,000 revenue loss in programs, grants, and facilities we
incurred from COVID-19. We were even able to place some funds back into
our reserve account, leaving the most healthy reserve balance in our history.

COVID-19 also coincided with the Capital Campaign we had but recently
embarked upon to realize an all-season, winterized facility, bathrooms
between cabins, and a brand-new nature center to help us better achieve
our mission. As COVID-19 shut down many campaigns across the county, our
members realized what an important measure this represented and stepped
up with amazing and generous support. We have had to make an adjustment
to the original budget based on the effect COVID-19 has had on construction
prices, but we are just around the corner from having fully realized our
financial goals to complete this dream. The lodge and meeting room are
almost completely renovated already, and our total dream will be realized by
the end of 2022.

So, we emerged healthy and strong from the most serious threat we could
have faced. And we could not have done so without the outpouring of
support from our community and our members. We are new and improved
with exciting programs and growth to come. We are in this with you, and for
you, together. Thanks for all you have done to make us who we are. We are

your Northwoods nature center.
It LY

John Heusinkveld




MEMBERS OF NLDC IN 2020 MEMBERSHIPS AND DONATIONS ARE LISTED SEPARATELY

Discoverer 510,000+
Liz and Dick Uihlein

Guide s5,000+
John and Katherine Raitt
Debbie and Fred Schwartz

Pathfinder s2,500-s4,999
Penny and Bill Benson

Fotsch Family Foundation

Nancy and Steve Frank

Mary and John Gehl

Jeanne and Tom Joseph & £
Carol and Richard Phillips &

Voyageur $1,000-52,499
Amy Jo and Richard Aylward
Michele and Tom Baer
Darlene and Bob Berdan
Karen and Mike Dixon %
Meg and Dan Donoghue
Gary and Barb Engstrom
Rolf Ethun

Joyce and Dan Gavronski
Velma and David Geraldson
Larry and Colleen Gorrilla
Geri and Mike Heppe
Colleen and John Holmbeck
Anita and Jim Hornbrook
Merrill and Bob Horswill
Mary and Richard Jenks
Ellen and Peter Johnson
Barb and Bill Kauffman
John Keeler

Becky and Marc Kettleson

Mary and Eric Koster

Kris and Raulf LaMarche

Nan and Bob Lazarz

Manitowish Waters Lakes Association, Inc.
Ed Marshall &

Barbara and John McFarland

Dr. Diane Muri and Colonel John Aldridge 4
Mary Myers and Daryl Carrington
Barbara and Tom Olson 4

Judy and Robert Prentiss

Micki and Dave Rause

Carol and Roger Resar

Nancy and Stephen Russell

Judi Schmidt Arnold

Mary and Bill Schwartz

Terry and George Smith

Carol Terstriep

Bob Twelmeyer %% 4

Robert Von Holdt

Kim and Ed Weide

Karen and Jerry Wilke

Explorer $500-s999

James and Susan Bakke

Marilyn and Bill Gabert

Michelle and Chris Gangemi

Janice Gehrke

Hegel Family Charitable Fund

Marilyn and Bill Hopper

Diane and Bob Jenkins

Bob and Judy Klauer

Kurt Landauer

Pamela Maxson-Cooper and Jack Cooper

Jan and Jeff Novak

Cindy and Robert Richards &
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Russ Schroeder

Trailblazer s250-s499
Susi and Clark Albert

Ken Alix &

Cheryl and Buzzz Bowen
Patty and Steve Brink
Cen-Flex Inc.

Annette and Tom Cole
Conserve School

Joanne and Dan Dugenske
Eilene Dybvad

Susan and Gee Esslinger
Katie Foley &

Susie and David Fondrie &
Michelle and Chris Gangemi
Jenny and Glenn Goldschmidt
Peg and Jon Hardt

Peter Hatch

Kelli and Marty Heindel
Cathie and Scott Hernandez
Cathy and Jay Huff

Kara Johnson and Peter Schmidt
Ann and Jack Lindstrom
Laura and Frederick Locher
Sharon and Dave Lukas
Noreen and David Lull

Chris and John McConachie
Christine and John McConachie
JoAnn Miller

Brenda and Mike Nelson
Donald Novak

Judy and Jim Olson 4

Carole and Peter Paquette
Jeanne and Steve Regnier



MEMBERS OF NLDC IN 2020 conTinueD

Sayner - St. Germain Fish & Wildlife Club
Holly and Jeff Schmaling

Emily Shannon

Thomas and Gunilla Skonie

Susan Stephenson

Elizabeth Stone and Richard Theile &%
Pam Thul-Immler

WIJ Truettner

Jim and Jean Volke

Dorothy and Jim Wahner

Meg and Dave Werren

Adventurer s100-s249
Barbara Austin

Allene and Duncan Bachmann
Pam and Mike Baeten

Jim and Audrey Banovetz

Bear Paw Pottery

Jeanne and Rudy Becker
Deborah Zimmerman and Tony Bellanca
Ardis Berghoff

Sue and Tim Bottoms

Lydia Bouffiou &

Jill and Mike Bowles

Barbara Bowman and Robert Gerritsen
Sue and Scott Brumblay

Kay and Steve Budnik

Nancy and James Burger

Ron Burger

Mari and John Buzza

Patty and Joel Ceille

Pat Christie and Mike Shouldice
Cynthia Clarke and Dave Sugar
Rebecca Cole and Michael Porter
Kitty and Bob Cook

Coon's Franklin Lodge
Nancy and Dick Cope
Patti and Bob Criscione
Maureen and Kent Dahlgren
Linda and Cecil Davis

Jill and Bob Delaney
Dietz's Service, Inc.

Pam and Richard Dodge
Ann and Patrick Egan
Meg Erler

Pam and Al Eschenbauch
Anita Flantz %%

Lisa and Perk Foster &%

Sandy Fuchs and Steve Koehler

Char Glashagel

Renee and Frank Groh

Linda and Bob Growney

Judy and Jerry Gryttenholm
Janet and Charles Haas

Anne and John Hazelwood #*

Nellie Herrmann and Dick Hemming

Joan and Dennis Hill

Julie and Al Hillery

James Holden

Dawn and Greg Holt

Imaginuity Enterprises, LLC

Sarah and Cal Johnson 4

Kathleen and John Jursa

Alice and Vincent Justinak

Mary and Tim Kamp

Deborah and Joseph Kaylor

Maureen and John Keyes

Howard Kidd

Lynne and Tom Kilian

Linda and Tim Kirkpatrick &%
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L7 Discovery Center Bird Club Member
4 Friends of Van Vliet Hemlocks Member

Sheila and Harland Klagos
Sue and Paul Koehl

Susan and Keith Kost

Helen and Jim Krahn

Kubica Household

Nancy and Doug Lacey

Terry and Dennis Lipp

Denise and Richard Logan
Patricia and James Logan
Margaret Lorenz

Patti and Gary Luckow

Gina and Scott Luedtke

Mary and Allan Manteuffel
Paula Marquardt and Jerry Rayala
Cheryl Martin

Betsy and Eric Matz

Carrie and Ed May
Charmaine and Lawrence Mazzeffi
Kippy and Jeff Meessmann
Joyce and Dan Meyer

JoAnn Miller

Mary and Steven Miller
Victoria and Mark Minsloff &
Moondeer Design

Richard Mortell

Jean and Don Motsinger

Sara Muender and Tom Folsom
Jonel and John Near

Gale and Tim Nickels

Mary Jo Oberpriller

Carolyn and Jim Opitz

Mary Ann and Richard Pedtke
Ruth and Bruce Peterson
Barbara and Randall Phelps
Nancy and Ray Pilmonas



BERS OF NLDC IN 2020 continueD

Karin and John Randolph &%
Jan and Don Rayala

Marshall Reckard Sr.

Ann and Craig Recob

Mary Nell and Bill Reif

Susan Renner and Rich Johnson
River's Edge Lodge & Outfitters
Patience and Charlie Rockey
Helen and John Rossmiller
Judy and Bob Ruch %

Thea and Paul Sager

Ed and Jean Sattersten

Teresa and Rob Schmidt

Carol and Terry Schott

Don & Patti Schroeder

Terry and Stephen Schwartz
Kathi Seifert

Judy Sharken Simon and Chris Simon
Mid and Parker Sharpe

Debbie and Steve Simek &%
Bonnie and Bill Spear

Chuck Stonecipher

Greg Strasser Family

Elizabeth and James Sugar

Deb and Scott Sullivan

Shelly and Dan Susina

Edward Taylor

Andrew Teece

Terry and Fred Theisen

Karen and Tom Van Etten

Sally von Zirngibl

Beth and Pete Wetzler
Deborah Wilson and Wes Doak
Kath Wilson

Terry Daulton and Jeff Wilson

Robert and Mary Zahn
Teresa Zapranoff

JoAnn and Dean Zaumseil
Phyllis Zeiss

Donna and Mike Zierdt

Trekker ss50-s99

Trish and Kurt Adam

Tom and Pat Ahonen

Betty Ainger

Barrett Albert

Renae Alswager-Klein and Mike Klein

Kathryn Angell

Angela and Gregg Apostoloff

Susan and Roger Appell &%

Lori and Dennis Aukstik

Richard Ausman

Beverly and David Baar

Elodie and Geoffrey Bacci

Kay and Robert Baetz

Shirley and Bob Barnum

Patricia and Robert Barofsky

Judy and Al Barry

Sarah Bass &

Simon Batistich

Patricia and Richard Bechtel

June and Gary Beier

Kristin Beischel

Ann and Eric Benn £

Bergman Household

Mary Lou and Don Bevers

Susan and John Biedron

Kathy and Tim Biernat

Kim Bires-Jenich and Marty Jenich

Louise and Kevin Birschbach
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Lynn and Greg Blache

Karin Bodenhagen and George Simatovich
Kristoffer Boerner

Colleen and Larry Bokoski

Abby and Craig Brackmann

Linda Brazzoni

Dianne Briggs

LaVergne and Ed Brodsky 4
Anne Brouwer and Dick Schaus
John Bruhn

Hallin and Mary Burgan

Jerry and Bonnie Burgette

Sue and Steve Burke

Mary Burns and John Bates
Christine Butterfield

Mary Ellen Cagney

Barbara and Paul Capps

Mike Carey

Lisa and Steve Carter

Judy and Jon Cassady %

Jean and Doug Chidley

Tom and Sharon Christie

Paul and Robin Chryst

Barb and Terry Cisler

Renee and Jim Coleman and Family
Christine Fairchild and Jim Cosby
Grace and Mark Courchane
Jackie and Jim Crowder

Joan Knoebel and Michael Cullenward
Beth Dahlmeier

Jeanette and Trygve Danielson
Anne and Brian Derber

Barb and Jack Dinkelman

Beth Douglass

Susan and Richard Draszkiewicz



MEMBERS OF NLDC IN 2020 continueD

Robin and Wendy Draves
Gretchen and Bill Dresen
CeCe and David Easton

Phil and Cheryl Eaton

Jackie and Kurt Eggebrecht
Cathy Elkins %

Katy and Matt Ellingson
Suma Elwell

Mackinnon Engen

Mike and Christina Engen
Jean Farrell

Carmen and John Farwell
Sonja Vaughan and Lee Fassbender
Richard Fischer

Suzy and David Foster

Art and Sue Foulke

Lorrie and Peter Frautschi
Patricia Frazier

Charles and Amy Fritz

Kathy and Chuck Fritz

Joan and Deane Galloway %
Kathy and Ed Gamoke

Sally and Todd Gessner
Cindy and Tom Giesen

Karen and Mark Gleisner
Dana and Jason Goodman
Linda and Ronald Graf &
Corrie and Steve Grummon
Carol and Darryl Gust

Ann and Walter Gustafson &
Debbie and Gary Gustafson
Beverly and Tony Haen
Vanessa and Mark Haese-Lehman %%
Joy and Jonathan Hagen
Dede and Dean Hall

Beth Hamelink
Jean Hanson &
John Hanson
Karen and Chuck Hayes
James Head
Joe and Jennifer Heitz
Julie Hellwig and Jim Zedler %
Bonnie and Weber Hermann
Donna and Fred High
Walt Hobbs %
Paul Holtan
Sue and Dan Horton
Paula and Dave Hougan
Lisa and John Houk
Aubrey Hoye
Lisa and Kevin Hughes
Reita and Tom Hutton
Jim and Jan lhlenfeld
Ronie Jacobsen and Mike Czarny 4
Lora and Steve Janak
Maureen and William Janes
Doreen and William Jelenchick
Brian and Patricia Johnson
Denise and Jim Johnson
Lynn and Gary Johnson
Don and Synthia Joseph
Sandy and Steve Kahl
Rita and Robert Kary
Arlene Kellett
Marjorie Kenyon-Cler and Joel Cler
Dennis and Kathy Kieper
Lolly and Dick Kloepfer
James and Patricia Koelbl
Janelle and Kurt Kohl
Kim Kost
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Kay and Jeff Krans

Marsha Kray-Fairfield and Al Fairfield
Cheryl and Steve Kraynick
Dorothy and Sarah Krembs
Bonnie and Greg Kruckenberg
Sue Kuber

Karen and Brian Kuhn

Mike Kupper

Aaron Kurth

Kay Wegner and Gary Kvasnica
Denise Seif and Robert Laible
Jo Ann and Donald Lang
Darcy Lanz-Sage and Scott Sage
Susan and Benjamin Lasecki
Arleen and Ed Lee

Sharon and Steve LeFeber
Connie Lefebvre

Francine and Joseph Leritz
June and Paul Lewandoski
John and Mary Lewis

Nancy Lietzau

Michele and Chuck Lippert
Elizabeth and Scott Logan
Linda Long

Eileen and Charlie Lonsdorf
Mark and Amy Lorenz

Mary Lynch

Mary Magray %%

Mike and Elizabeth Mahnke
Jerry and Sharon Storke

Lynn and Dick Martin

Kathie and Russ Maschek
Ann Mawicke &

Sheila and John McDonnell
Ann and Steve McKnight



MEMBERS OF NLDC IN 2020 continueD

Michele and John McMahon
Amanda and Lawrence Megan
Sarah Besadny and Jim Meiers &%
Mary and Jack Melrose

Debra and William Mennell &
Beth and James Merkowitz
Deborah Millar &

Gene and Rita Miller

Nancy and David Miller

Ann Milne &

Cindy and Michael Moriarity
Thomas and Janice Morse 4
Mary and Gerald Mrochek
Molly Murphy

Linda and Maury Mussa
Elaine and Richard Newton
Barbara and Craig Nichols
Mary and Thomas Nordland
Marcia Obukowicz

Mike and Gail Ondresky
Michael Opager and Lisa Dehorn
Barb and Richard Parker
Christy Parks

Jodi and Bill Patek

Melinda and Don Pearce £
Christopher Perzan

Ellen and Wayne Peterson
Lori and Kevin Peterson
Lawrence and Joni Petrillo
Becky and Doug Pinney

Jen and David Plemon
Barbara and Gary Plouff

Brent and Michele Priegel
Jacob Radke

Judy Ranney and Robert Latchaw

Nancy Rebholz
Billiejo Rehberg
Kari and Kevin Reindl
Lori Remeika &%
Mykos Ress
Captain Jim Robinson
Susan Robinson
John Rockenbach
Sue and Tom Rodell
Kristin Roepke
June and Kurt Rojahn
Patty and Doug Roskom
Cheryl and Dana Rowan
Cathy Royer
Tracy and Allan Rucka
Jennifer Salter
Judy and Carl Sattersten
Cindy and Philip Schaffner
Mary and Charles Scheid
Ellen Schlichting and Phil St.Clair
Marcia and Bob Schroeder
Jim and Debbie Schumaker
Jane Gruhl and James Schwab
Barbara and Bill Schweisheimer
Jim and Mary Shanahan
Rod and Myrtle Sharka
Amy Sheldon and Tom Etheridge %
Sarane and Bruce Siewerth
Debra and Robert Silvis %
Pam and Ted Simons
Chris Simpson 4
Barbra Sironen and David Picard
Karen and Jim Sislo
Carol and Steven Skolaski
Christine Slauson
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Mary Jo Slone and Chad McGrath
LuAnn and Mark Smit
Louise and Florian Smoczynski
Judy and Mike Smolarek
Phil and Kathy Sobocinski &
Sherie and Dr. Paul Sondel
Andrea Spears

Sharon and Paul Specht
Peggy and Bob Steber

Jane Stegemiller

Kay and Jack Stellpflug
Dawn and Ken

Stephen Stonefield

Joy and Chip Stringer

Leah Sugar

Jill and Dowd Sullivan

Prudy and David Sullivan
Shelly and Dan Susina

Liz Sutter

Ann and Duanne Swift &%
Susan Swingen

Mary and Robert Szyman
Linda and Rick Talentowski
Peggy Tameling

Sue and Chuck Templin
Judy and Wally Thiel

Pam Thul-Immler

Wendy Thur

Rosemary and Allen Toussaint
Nina Koch and David Uher
Mark Uscian

Joseph and Carol Valaitis
Mary and Bob Vogel

Margit von Frankenberg
Gail and Larry Voss



MEMBERS OF NLDC IN 2020 conTinueD

Wallace Family

Betsy and Michael Waller

Erin and Al Walski

Gail Warkentin and Paul Young
Dawn and Mark Washatka
Julie and Richard Weber
Bunny and Bill Weisendanger
Mark Westphal &

Dianne Wichman and Gerhard Becker
Kerry and Carl Wilke

Nancy and Philip Williams
Dennis and Ann Wilm

Jean and Gale Wolf

Helyn and Jay Woolf

Gay and John Yost

Seeker s30-s49

Lori Anderson

Carne Andrews and Tim Schumann %
Anna Rose and Carl Auersch
Bruce Bacon &

Max Bailey

Merry and Al Beckel

Kathleen and Robert Bentley %
Judy Blake

Dave Blunk

Arlene Bozicnik

Sally Bryan

Meg and Robert Burke

Nancy Burns

Francis and Jeff Adams
Kathleen and Douglas Cassidy
Kathy and Gary Donner

Sue and Alan Drum £

Kathryn Dumas

Linda Dunn %
Betty Forster
Freck Household
Leslie Gauberti
Eileen and Mike Gerrity
Alexander Graeff
Linda Grear
Suzi Hammer
Debbie Harvey
Joan Hauer
Carol Heitman
Patricia Porter Hepburn
Denise and Stephen Herzberg &%
Kathryn Hynds
Craig Johnson
Pat Johnson
Wendy Jones
Yvonne Kehl and Michael Chambers
Charlene Klemp and Heather Gehrt
Elaine Kotlarek
Susan and Dan Lansdown %
Janis and Michael Leppin
Susan Lied
Cathy Logan Weber
Susan and Richard Malkowski
Ray Mathey
Betsy and Randy Matsche
Jean Mejerle
Virginia Metzdorf &
Timothy Moscinski
Anne and John Nesgaard
Pat and Bill Newel
Sally and Nathaniel Jr Nez
Emmie Norton %
Gwenn Nyhagen
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Sue Osborn

Hedda Patzke

Melinda and Don Pearce
Dawn Pfaff

Thomas Pierce

Judy Remy

Dawn and David Rieckmann
Donna Roche %

Jim Rose

Sarah and Jim Rose 4

Irv and Susan Rueger
John Sanderson

Ronda Sauer

Joan Sayre

Judy and Jon Schumacher Sr
Patricia Schwai

Henry Schwartz

Jane Sedivy

Anne Small

Christine and Tony Solano
Jane Somers

Tom Sonntag

Jane Spaeth

Debbie Speakman

Gayle Strand %

Jerry Teclaw

Elaine Theiss
Debby Thyssen
Kathy Trochlell &%
Tom Wepfer

Sherry and Burt Werch
Tom Wierzba

Wilson Household
Betty Wright

Judith Zawojewski
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DONORS TO THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PRrIOR TO DECEMBER 2020

William Acheson

Buckshot Anderson
Anonymous

Anthony Balestrieri

Penny and Bill Benson
Cheryl and Buzzz Bowen
Dianne Briggs

Patty and Steve Brink
LaVergne and Ed Brodsky
Jim and Kim Cagney

Barb and Si Cartland

Sandy Cashman

Rebecca Cole and Michael Porter
Karen and Mike Dixon

Meg and Dan Donoghue
Eilene Dybvad

Gary and Barb Engstrom
Susan and Gee Esslinger
Rolf Ethun

Incredible Bank Foundation
Susie and David Fondrie
Lisa Fossum

Fotsch Family Foundation
Sandy Fuchs and Steve Koehler
Betty and Jerry Fuller
Marilyn and Bill Gabert
Mary and John Gehl

Velma and David Geraldson
Cindy and Tom Giesen
Karen and Mark Gleisner
Jenny and Glenn Goldschmidt
Bob and Joelle Gregorcich
John Heusinkveld

Colleen and John Holmbeck
Marilyn and Bill Hopper
Anita and Jim Hornbrook

Donna Janes
Doreen and William Jelenchick
Amber and Brent Jelinski
Mary and Richard Jenks
Ellen and Peter Johnson
Jeanne and Tom Joseph
The Bruning Foundation
John Keeler
Bell Family Charitable Foundation
Julie King
Mary and Eric Koster
Kris and David Lenz
David Lewis
Ed Marshall
Pamela Maxson-Cooper

and Jack Cooper
Carrie and Ed May
May Family Foundation

Karen and Jim Sislo
Barbara and John McFarland
Margery Mead
Cindy Sobczak and Tom Miller
JoAnn Miller
Ann Milne
Moondeer Design
Sara Muender and Tom Folsum
Dr. Diane Muri

and Colonel John Aldridge
Barbara and Tom Olson
Carol and Richard Phillips
Judy and Robert Prentiss
Lauren and Kevin Prentiss
John and Katherine Raitt
Sue Rasey Trust
Micki and Dave Rause
Beth and Bill Redmond
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Jim Reichert

Cindy and Robert Richards
Judy and Bob Ruch

Nancy and Stephen Russell
Jan Santarius

Cathryn and Joseph Sauer
Cindy and Philip Schaffner
Russ Schroeder

Debbie and Fred Schwartz
Terry and George Smith
Jane Somers

Bob Twelmeyer

Ellen and Peter Van Vechten
Robert Von Holdt

Bob and Sally von Zirngibl
Gail and Larry Voss

Dennis and Ann Wilm
Deborah Wilson and Wes Doak
Daniel Woelfel

Barbara Wood

Jane Wood

The Sisterhood Book Club




DONORS TO FUND-A-WISH PONTOON AND GEAR FOR WATER AND HISTORY PROGRAMS

Michele and Tom Baer Arleen and Ed Lee Jim Reichert

Judy Blake Denise and Richard Logan Nancy and Stephen Russell
Rolf Ethun Gina and Scott Luedtke Judy and Carl Sattersten
Richard Fischer Manitowish Waters Alliance Cindy and Philip Schaffner
Susie and David Fondrie Manitowish Waters Historical Society Christine Slauson

Peter and Brenda Gauchel Margery Mead Town of Manitowish Waters
Lynne and Tom Kilian Dr. Diane Muri and Colonel John Aldridge Jim and Jean Volke

Mary and Eric Koster Park City Credit Union Karen and Jerry Wilke

SPONSORS: NIBBLES N KNOWLEDGE o avemeven O e JORNALDRIDGE

SPONSORS: 16TH ANNUAL BIRDS AND WILDLIFE FESTIVAL

-
. B
Ace Hardware, Woodruff Schmidt-Haus Realty, Inc. "5%
Conserve School Xcel Energy . & ?&‘M
The Lodge at Manitowish Waters “% -

IN-KIND DONORS

Aberdeen Restaurant and Bar Jack and Pam Cooper Richard Logan River's Edge Lodge & Ouftfitters
Larry Voss Karen Dixon Manitowish Waters Historical Society =~ Chris McMurray
Arlene's Pottery Kathryn Dumas Jim Bokern Rob Friedley Guide Service
Arlene Bozicnik Rolf Ethun Kay Krans Charlie and Patience Rockey
Big Axe Firewood Marilyn and Bill Gabert Pamela Maxson-Cooper Schmidt-Haus Realty, Inc.
Rick Allen Carol and Darryl Gust PRP Wine International Judi Schmidt Arnold
Biplane Rides of America John Heusinkveld Robin Moore David Sharken
Ted Davis Autumn Hill Redman Realty Group Jerry Teclaw
Blue Bayou Inn, Ltd Victoria Houston Linda Long To The Nines
Rita Mazur Tom and Jeanne Joseph REMAX Property Pros Trig's Floral and Home
Robert and Pat Buenz Mary Koster Denise Goldsworthy Liz Uihlein
Daryl Carrington Steve and Barb Kromholz

and Mary Myers
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DONORS TO NLDC MEMBERSHIPS, DONATIONS, AND CAPITAL CAMPAIGN ARE LISTED SEPARATELY

Susi and Clark Albert

Annabelle Lake Property Owners Assoc.

Anonymous

Ken and Anice Arvidson
Judy and Al Barry

Jeanne and Rudy Becker
Paula and Steve Bell

Ardis Berghoff

Birch Lake Association
Jeneane and Don Blom

Jim Blum

Joan and Douglas Borcherdt
Cheryl and Buzzz Bowen
Meta and Jim Brandt
Robert and Sharon Bridges
LaVergne and Ed Brodsky
Richard and Carolyn Brown
John Bruhn

The Bruning Foundation

Pat and Robert Buenz

Jerry and Bonnie Burgette
Mari and John Buzza

Kristin Carnes

Barb and Terry Cisler
Annette and Tom Cole

Crab Lake Property Owners Association
Patti and Bob Criscione
Dairymen's, Inc.

Jeanette and Trygve Danielson
Terry Daulton and Jeff Wilson
Jane and Lawrence Dickie
Karen and Mike Dixon
Diane and Glenn Doering
Meg and Dan Donoghue
Gretchen and Bill Dresen

Sue and Alan Drum

Duane and Kathleen Foulkes Found.

Joanne and Dan Dugenske
Eilene Dybvad

Doug Edwards and Michelle Guilette

Ann and Patrick Egan
Ruthie and David Eisenberg
Cathy Elkins

Meg Erler

Carmen and John Farwell
Anita Flantz

Robert Fredberg

Kathy and Chuck Fritz
Debra Fulscher

Michelle and Chris Gangemi
Brian Gibbs

Karen and Mark Gleisner
Sandra and Jack Goggin
Michelle Good

Dana and Jason Goodman
Carol and Darryl Gust
Debbie and Gary Gustafson
Elke and Robert Hagge
Jean Hanson

Peg and Jon Hardt

Janet Hawkinson

Joe and Jennifer Heitz
Nancy and Steve Hensley
Cathie and Scott Hernandez
Joan and Dennis Hill

Paul Holtan

Lisa and John Houk

Reita and Tom Hutton
Maureen and William Janes
Mary and Richard Jenks
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Jody and Jeff Johnson

Jeanne and Tom Joseph

Kathleen and John Jursa

Alice and Vincent Justinak

Yvonne Kehl and Michael Chambers
Sheila and Harland Klagos

Charlene Klemp and Heather Gehrt
Joan Knoebel and Michael Cullenward
Sue and Paul Koehl

Janelle and Kurt Kohl

Mary and Eric Koster

Elaine Kotlarek

Ron Krueger

Erin Levendusky

June and Paul Lewandoski

John and Mary Lewis

Susan Lied

Susan Loeffler

Joanne and Richard Long
Manitowish Waters Lions Club

Ed Marshall

Marilyn and Jim Martingilio

Rita Mazur

David McMurray

Kippy and Jeff Meessmann

JoAnn Miller

Monarch Wildlife Wayside Refuge & Park
Anna Moore

Cindy and Michael Moriarity
Thomas and Janice Morse

Dr. Diane Muri and Colonel John Aldridge
Gale and Tim Nickels

Donald Novak

Pamela and T. Patrick O'Malley

Sue Osborn



DONORS TO NLDC MEMBERSHIPS, DONATIONS, AND CAPITAL CAMPAIGN ARE LISTED SEPARATELY

Holly and Jeff Schmaling WAEE

Schott Larson Charitable Fund Dorothy and Jim Wahner

Russ Schroeder Kay Wegner and Gary Kvasnica
Jim and Debbie Schumaker Katie Weiher

Kathi Seifert Meg and Dave Werren

Emily Shannon Beth and Pete Wetzler

Dr Richard Ray & Victoria Shreve Dianne Wichman and Gerhard Becker
Thomas and Gunilla Skonie Wildcat Lake Association
Smoky Lake Preservation Association, Inc. Dennis and Ann Wilm

Georgie and Webb Southwick Deborah Wilson and Wes Doak
Peggy and Bob Steber Emily and Rob Wixson
Elizabeth Stone and Richard Theile Jean and Gale Wolf

Susan Swingen Suzanne and Mitchell Wolf
Linda and Rick Talentowski Kim and Jerrold Yencich

Laura and David Michael Thorp Gay and John Yost

Carrie Ryan Tom Wepfer Gina Zagotta

Ed and Jean Sattersten Visual Impact, LLC Donna and Mike Zierdt

Sayner - St. Germain Fish & Wildlife Club  Nicholas Vukich

Ellen Schlichting and Phil St.Clair

Melinda and Don Pearce
Sheryl Pethers

Carol and Richard Phillips
Bill Pinkovitz

Judy and Robert Prentiss
Nancy Rebholz

Jeanne and Steve Regnier
Susan Robinson

John Rockenbach

Sue and Tom Rodell
Marsha and Paul Rosenberg
Kurt Rosenthal

Judy and Bob Ruch

Irv and Susan Rueger
Tom Russell

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS

IN MEMORY OF Lakes Unit No. 424 Drs. Betsy Derfus and Dave Rein
Mike Donahue Carol Barry Karen and Mike Dixon
Ann Milne Jean Evans Julie Earl
Tracy Janezcko Jane and Jim Frandy Jean Evans
Rolf Ethun Susan Garvin and Robert Gage Gregg and Laurie Gossens
Alan D Judkins Donna and James Hansen Lauren Gronski
Jacquelynn T Briggs Nokomis Chapter, National Society Elaine and Arnold Gross
Alan Buck Daughters of the American Revolution Ellen Hadidian and Peter Baugher

JoAnn DeCamp

Irv and Julie Pinkus

Kathleen Schuckel and Greg Andrews
Barbara J Novak

American Legion Auxillary Northern

Barbara and Tom Olson
Catharine and David Sanford
Betty and Rebecca Snyder

Jean Rein

Keith and Carol Bohlin
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Mark and Carolyn Hohenwalter
Cheryl Peterson

Charles and Sheri Rein

Rodney & Lynne Sears

Susan Stephenson



MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS continuep

Sarah and David Vandenberg IN HONOR OF

Janet Wells Brenda and Doug Arndt
Robin Zimmerman Cindy and Chris Wills

Sara Muender and Tom Folsom Carol and Richard Phillips

Lawrence and Joni Petrillo James McGinness

The Discovery Center and our generous donors created four endowments in 2020:

¢ Dorothy Rose Baker Endowment Supporting NLDC Citizen Science

¢ NLDC Endowment

¢ The lig Endowment Supporting Youth Environmental Education

e Tom and Barbara Olson Endowment in Support of NLDC Nature Education

Our endowments are managed by the Natural Resources Foundation of
Wisconsin: wisconservation.org, a Wisconsin nonprofit specializing in providing
support to Wisconsin-based nature and conservancy non-profits.

You can establish an endowment or contribute to an existing endowment to
provide permanent support of Discovery Center work important to you. An
endowment is a gift that is invested for long term growth and earnings. The
earnings permit annual distributions that are directed each year to whatever
aspect of Discovery Center you have named in your endowment. Endowments
can be set up to support any activity within the mission of the Discovery Center.
The amount necessary to establish a named endowment is $15,000.

Please contact Executive Director John Heusinkveld for more information or to
start your own endowment fund.
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VOLUNTEERS i~ 2020

Colonel John Aldridge
Rollie Alger

Mike Arndt
Becky Arndt
Mike Bartling
Barb Bartling
Ann Benn

Eric Benn

Carla Biwan

Jim Blum

Jim Bokern

Emily Bokern
Cheryl Bowen
Mary Bowlus
Arlene Bozicnik
Tina Bradbury
Dianne Briggs
Pat Brust

Carl Brust

Jim Brzezinski
Steve Budnick
Jeff Burke
Eleanor Butler
Will Byram

Jim Cagney

Kim Cagney

Bill Cerny

Beth DahImeier
Craig Dalton
Frank DelLeonardi
Kelley DeLeonardi
Karen Dixon

Mike Dixon

Wes Doak
Angela Dombrowicki

Julee Dredske

Al Drum

James Duke
Gary Engstrom
Barb Engstrom
Gee Esslinger
Sue Esslinger
Rolf Ethun
Susan Fabera

Al Fairfield
Marilyn Feildkamp
Larry Gorrilla
John Grimmer
Jim Hockstetter
Marcia Hockstetter
Greg Holt

Brent Jelinski
Mary Jenks

Dick Jenks
Nancy Johnson
Jeff Johnson
Tom Joseph
Mary Jung

Marc Kettleson
Tom Kocim
Bobbie Kocim
Eric Koster
Mary Koster

Kay Krans
Marsha Kray
Gary Kvasnica
Kurt Landauer
Paul Lewandoski
June Lewandoski
Loew Family
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Dick Logan

Gina Luedtke
Scott Luedtke
Jody Miller

P. Montgomery
Joannie Morgan
Cindy Moriarity
Mike Moriarity
Diane Muri

Tim Nickels

Otto Novak
Marcia Obukowicz
Tom Olson

Joe Osfar

Dorla Osfar
Darryl Osikowicz
Melinda Pearce
Kevin Peterson
Lori Peterson
Dawn Pfaff

Tim Pfaff
Richard Phillips
Marty Plutowski
Kathy Podulka
Wendell Podulka
Mike Porter
Linda Potter

Jeff Potter

Tom Preston
Lew Raker

Carly Rausch
Edward Rausch
Paul Rosenberg
Marsha Rosenberg
John Rossmiller

Bob Ruch

Judy Ruch
Nancy Russell
Stephen Russell
Delp Schaefer
Jarod Scheff
Ellen Schlichting
Russ Schroeder
Cheryl Schultz
Todd Schultz
Parker Sharp
Debbie Simek
Steve Simek
Tom Skonie

Phil St. Clair
Chuck Stonecipher
Carl Stonecipher
Neil Swingen
Danie Szydiowski
Wally Thiel
Billee Tinker
Larry Tinker
Dave Vogt

Kay Wegner
Dave Werren
Meg Werren
Beth Wetzler
Glen Wildenberg
Mark Wilish
Dennis Wilm
Kath Wilson
Debby Wilson
Judi Zawojewski
THANK YOU
VOLUNTEERS!



DISCOVERY CENTER WATER PROGRAM

The Water Program serves as a
pinnacle resource in Vilas County
for aquatic invasive species (AIS)
monitoring, education, and
management. NLDC partners with
the lake associations of Manitowish
Waters, Big Lake, Presque Isle Lake,
and Van Vliet Lake, as well as the
Winchester Town Lakes Committee,
and Towns of Manitowish Waters,
Boulder Junction, and Winchester.
Together, we fight the introduction,
establishment, and spread of AlS in
western Vilas County.

AIS MONITORING

Our Water Team (about 150
volunteers, 1 seasonal assistant

in 2020, and one water program
coordinator) works to monitor over
25 lakes in Vilas County, as well as
several wetlands and sections of
rivers.

NLDC also coordinates the Town

Aquatic Invasive Species Partnership,

which consists of the NLDC, the
Winchester Town Lakes Committee,
the Manitowish Waters Lakes
Association, and the Towns of

Manitowish Waters, Winchester, and

Boulder Junction.

YELLOW IRIS REMOVAL PROJECT

Yellow iris is considered an invasive
species because it disrupts native
vegetation and can even dry up
wetlands. Originally from the
Eurasian continent, gardeners
brought yellow iris to America for
its beauty, but it quickly began to
dominate surrounding wetlands.
The removal of this invasive
species is important to allow native
vegetation to re-establish on the
shoreline.

Yellow iris is especially widespread
on the Turtle Chain of Lakes in
Winchester. In 2020, we partnered
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with the Turtle Lakes Chain
Association to contact thirty
property owners who had yellow
iris growing on their shorelines and
received return postcard responses
from twenty-five, an 83% response
rate. Eight of the respondents
indicated that they would remove
the Iris themselves while seventeen
owners requested assistance in
removal of the plants.

The process began on 6/10/2020
and was completed on 8/7/2020.
Days that our seasonal assistant
Jarod was on the water actively
removing the iris were sprinkled
throughout the summer, but the
project took 61 hours to complete.
Jarod removed thousands of pounds
of yellow iris.
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DISCOVERY CENTER WATER PROGRAM conrinuep

Statehouse Lake Levels

The most challenging portion

of the removal process was
ensuring the entire rhizome was
removed from the soil to reduce
the probability of resprouting in
the future. Yellow iris grows by
sending out a thick red/orange
rhizome into the soil, and multiple
plants sprout off a single rhizome.

LAKE LEVELS

Since 2010, the North Lakeland
Discovery Center (NLDC)

has coordinated a lake level
monitoring project on 22 lakes

in Vilas County. The project
formed as a partnership between
UW Trout Lake Station, the
Wisconsin DNR, and NLDC after
concerned citizens and scientists
began noticing very low lake
levels around 2008 in northern
Wisconsin. Our program collects
long-term data required to
compare how different lake types
respond to precipitation events
spatially and temporally.

Most of the lakes we monitor here
in Vilas County are in Winchester
and Presque Isle, but we do have a

few “out east” in Phelps. We have
big lakes (maximum 1,165 acres)
and small lakes (minimum 21
acres), seepage lakes and drainage/
drained lakes, lakes with and
without public landings, and deep
lakes (maximum max depth 105
feet) and shallow lakes (minimum
max depth 16 feet). Each lake has a
citizen scientist volunteer to record
the lake level weekly during the ice
free season.

Our volunteers also share their
lake level data with their lake
associations for discussion. Lake
monitoring enhances volunteers’
knowledge of their lake, and often
encourages participation in other
citizen science programs such

as water clarity and chemistry,
loon activity, and aquatic

invasive species monitoring. This
connection of people to the nature
world is invaluable to the program,
as well as the ecology of the entire
region. In this way, we believe

this program is not only an asset
to scientific research, but also a
fabulous avenue to spread our
mission of connecting people to
the natural world.
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This year we partnered with the DNR
and researchers with UW Trout Lake
Station to install an evaporation pan
(measures how much water evaporates
from the lake every 30 minutes), a lake
level sensor (measures change in lake
level every 30 minutes), and a rain
gauge.

- Statehouse Lake received about
550mm (21.7in) of rain from 6/2-10/5

- About 250mm (45%) of that
evaporated

- About 250mm (45%) of that seeped
out of the lake into the groundwater

- About 50mm (10%) stayed in the lake
and appeared as an increase in lake
water level

So, 10% of the precipitation that came
into Statehouse Lake between 6/2 and
10/5 stayed in the lake. The remaining
90% seeped out or evaporated. They
also found that more water flowed out
than in. Which could indicate that we
are sitting above the water table. Make
sense? Because, gravity.
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The lake responds quickly to rain 100
storms (typical of a seepage lake), but Delly defta 100
sometimes the water level rises more 80 - —— Daily rain
than the rainfall amount. That could T ) - 80
indicate a secondary source of water into ~_E' 60 -
the lake during rainstorms (groundwater, % - 60 E
if the water table raised), or maybe E 40 S
from the bog. When rain stops, the level at 40 *E
quickly declines due to evaporation and E ©
seepage. It's a dynamic little system! g 217 20

O
Here's a fun graph. Delta S is change in 01 JJ o
lake stage aka change in lake level
(green line) as it responds to daily rain -20 . . . .
(b/ack /ine). Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

 Nature Nook Discovery Guide e Grounds and Maintenance e Aquatic Invasive

e Education and Programming Assistance - Lawn cleanup and grass seeding Species Monitoring

» Office Assistance - Garden work e Lake Level Monitoring
e Clean Boats Clean Waters - Flower planting » Citizen Science

e Fundraising and Event Assistance - Painting

- Playscape maintenance
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FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020 OPERATIONS INCOME AND EXPENSE 10-02-2019

to 09-30-2020

Revenue in fiscal year 2019/20 was strongly impacted by COVID-19. However, our financials have
emerged brighter than these numbers indicate. For example, not reflected in Revenue is a $95k Federal
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan that was forgiven after the close of the fiscal year.

Revenue
Expienses

Revenue Expenses

Membership and Donations  $312,058 Payroll/Benefits/Payroll Taxes $399,919
Programs/Events/Grants $177,117 Programs/Events/Grants $40,323
Facilities and Trails $20,355 Administration $36,349
Fundraisers $15,362 Facilities and Trails $22,189
Sales and Interest $4,750 Fundraisers and Sales $19,760
Memorials $3,770 Insurance $13,719
Total $533,412 Program and Membership $13,201

Total $545,460
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AFFILIATE ORGANIZATIONS

The Discovery Center Bird Club
maintains the Discovery Center
Birding Trail, consisting of unique
bird species signs set along the
Discovery Center's 12-mile trail
system, along with a map and
habitat descriptions. Bird Club
exists to connect people to birds
and birding.

Bird Club Outings

e Weekly bird hikes throughout
Vilas, Oneida, and Iron Counties

e Day trips to Ashland, Wausau,
and Birds in Art at Leigh Yawkey
Woodson Art Museum

e Field trip to Sax-Zim Bog in
Toivola, Minnesota

Bird Club Supports

¢ Northwoods Birding Festival

¢ Annual Midwest Crane Count

¢ Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas Il

e Kirtland Warbler
Research Project

e Minocqua and Manitowish
Waters Christmas Bird Counts

e Great Wisconsin Birdathon

¢ Discovery Center Big Event

¢ Bird Feeding Station

e Birding Trail

¢ Several local and state wildlife
and conservation efforts

For more information about
the Bird Club please contact the
Discovery Center.

® The Van Vliet Hemlocks State
Natural Area seems to be getting
increased use during the past
year. It is certainly a great place
to safely get out and about and
see some of the great wooded
terrain and shoreline that
makes the North Lakeland area
so appealing.

* New signage has been installed
on the West Unit to welcome
visitors. It appears that more use
is occurring from apparent foot
traffic on the trails.

¢ A potential risk is the likely
opening of Presque Isle
Township roads to ATV/UTV
traffic. Signs have been installed
at key locations indicating that
ATVs and UTVs are prohibited.

¢ We continue to sponsor
Discovery Center naturalist-led
field trips for adults and school
children at the Van Vliet
Hemlocks. These are well
attended.

* DNR is continuing its efforts
in managing the hemp nettle
invasives.

We thank our supporters for their
continued efforts to keep our
organization strong.

(715) 543-2085 ¢ contact@discoverycenter.net PO Box 237, 14006 Discovery Lane

discoverycenter.net Manitowish Waters, Wisconsin 54545




