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13th Annual 

Northwoods Birding Festival 
Festival Guide 

 
May 12-13, 2017 

Hosted by the North Lakeland Discovery Center 

Manitowish Waters, WI 

© Bev Engstrom 

 
The Northwoods Birding Festival is an opportunity for bird enthusiasts of all levels 
to celebrate birds while enjoying the camaraderie of fellow birders in the beautiful 
Northwoods of Wisconsin.  Participate in sunrise warbler walks, enjoy field trips to 
local birding hotspots, try your hand at bird banding, and learn from experts in the 

field of ornithology!  
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Friday Evening Reception 

Welcome Reception: 

Friday, May 12, 5:00pm-6:00pm 

Join us before the presentation to meet fellow birders and swap some stories about the birds 
you’ve seen recently.  You will enjoy complementary appetizers donated by members of the 

Discovery Center Bird Club and other volunteers as well as a cash bar.   

Presentation: “Beyond the Fence Line: How Landscape Ecology can Inform  

Habitat Management Decisions” 

Friday, May 12, 6:00pm-7:00pm 

Speaker: Scott Walter 

One of the primary reasons individuals own land is to enjoy wildlife.  Engaged landowners   
also pursue habitat enhancement as a means of improving the quantity and/or quality of  
habitat that's available to their favorite wildlife species.  It is often difficult, however, to 

achieve population-level benefits for target wildlife species unless landowners understand, 
and embrace, how wildlife populations are influenced by the interspersion of habitat across a 

landscape.  Understanding how landscape influences wildlife populations is complex, but    
exciting, and can bring new insight to your appreciation of Wisconsin's wildlife resources, and 

result in new approaches to habitat management in your area.  Scott Walter, former UDNR 
Upland Wildlife Ecologist and current Ruffed Grouse Society Western Great Lakes Regional 

Wildlife Biologist, will review landscape habitat management strategies and current projects 
supporting Wisconsin's Ruffed and Sharp-tailed Grouse. 

About the Speaker 

Scott Walter is a native of rural Wisconsin.  He grew up fascinated by   

nature and spent his free time hunting, fishing, bird-watching, camping, 

etc.  He received his BS in Biology from Beloit College and his MS and PhD 

in Wildlife Ecology from UW-Madison.  From 1999-2011 he was a         

Professor of Natural Resources at UW-Richland and from 2011-2015 

worked as an Upland Wildlife Ecologist and Farm Bill Specialist with the 

Wisconsin DNR.  He lives on his 7-generation family farm in Richland 

County with his wife Erica and their five children. 
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Saturday Morning 

 

 

Sunrise Warbler Walks 
Saturday, May 13, 6:30am – 7:30am 

Leaders: Sarah Besadny, Zach Wilson, John Bates,    
 Collen Matula, Guy David 

 
These short hikes are a great way to catch some early birds!  
View and listen for bird activity around the Discovery Center 

grounds at the busy hours of the morning.  Warbler Walks are 
offered for beginner, intermediate, and advanced birders.  

Just indicate your preferred walk on your registration.   
 

Transportation: Onsite 
Physical Activity Level: Relaxed. A hike over gentle terrain of 

about 1-2 miles. 

 

About the Bander 

Heather joined the Discovery Center in June 2013 as the Discovery Center's 

Research and Monitoring Coordinator.  In July 2016 she got married and 

moved to Duluth, MN, but continues to coordinate the Discovery Center's 

Bird Banding program part time.  Her love for the Northwoods was           

cultivated while earning a Masters in Natural Resources with an emphasis in 

Environmental Education through a UW graduate fellowship program at 

Conserve School in Land O Lakes, WI.  She also has Masters in Zoology from 

UW-Madison where she studied the effects of climate and residential       

development on birds in the Appalachian Mountains. 

Bird Banding  
Demonstrations 

Saturday, May 13, 6:30am – 12:00pm  
Bander:  Heather Gerth 

A bird in the hand beats two in the 
bush!  Stop by when the nets are open 

as Heather demonstrates the         
techniques for live bird banding.  See 
birds up close and learn more about 

how banding can be used for research 
on bird survival,   productivity, and  

distribution.  You may even have the 
opportunity to release one of the birds 

once it has been banded! Photos by: NLDC Staff 

© Bev Engstrom 
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Field Trips 

Saturday, May 13, 8:00am-11:30am 

 

 

Powell Marsh Photography 
Leaders: Azael Meza and Sarah Besadny 

 
Here’s a chance to hone your bird photography skills at the 
scenic Powell Marsh area with Discovery Center Executive 
Director and Professional Photographer Azael Meza. You’ll 
visit Powell Marsh where you will have a good chance of 

photographing a variety of shorebirds and other signature 
species such as Sandhill Cranes, Bobolinks, Northern         

Harriers, Bald Eagles, Wood Ducks, Pied-billed Grebes, Tree 
Swallows, Yellow-headed Blackbirds, Semipalmated Plovers, 

and Trumpeter Swans.  
 

Equipment:  Camera with telephoto or Zoom lens, Tripod  
Transportation: Carpool 

Physical Activity Level: Relaxed: Flat terrain, 1-2 miles. © Nancy Anna 

© NLDC Staff 

Birding By Canoe 
Leader: Zach Wilson 

 
Zach Wilson, Conservation Specialist with Iron 

County Land and Water Conservation, will guide 
you on a fun paddle down the Manitowish River (or 

Gresham Creek depending on water levels).   
Flatwater dominates and waterfowl and songbirds 
use the river as stopover and nesting sites.  You’ll  

paddle slowly and stop frequently to observe all the 
wonderful birdlife and other wildlife.  Canoes,  
paddles and life jackets will be provided. If the 

weather is poor on that day, plan to join one of the 
other land field trips. 

 
Transportation: Provided 

Physical Activity Level: Moderate: Must be able to 
get in and out and paddle a canoe for 1-2 miles. 
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Field Trips 

Saturday, May 13, 8:00am-11:30am 

Frog Lake  
Leader: John Bates  

Join naturalist and author John Bates as you scout 
for birds along Frog Lake.  Frog Lake and Pines 

 features an undisturbed wilderness lake adjacent to 
older growth stands of Red and White Pines.  While 

walking, listen for Pileated Woodpeckers, Red-
breasted Nuthatches, Pine Warblers, Blue-headed 

Vireos, Blackburnian Warblers and more!  
Transportation: Carpool 

Physical Activity Level: Relaxed: Mostly driving with 
occasional short walks on gentle terrain.  

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Powell Marsh 
Leader: Guy David 

Head out early to Powell Marsh with Bird Club     
member Guy David and explore one of the best spots 

for shorebirds and a variety of other species too!   
You’ll have time to explore some less traveled parts 
of Powell Marsh as you search for signature species 

including Sandhill Cranes, Bobolinks, Northern       
Harriers, Bald Eagles, Wood Ducks, Pied-billed 

Grebes, American Bittern, Semipalmated Plovers, and 
Trumpeter Swans. 

Transportation: Carpool 
Physical Activity Level: Moderate: Gentle terrain, 2-4 

miles. 

Presque Isle Ponds 
Leader: Colleen Matula 

 
Take a tour of a true Northwoods hidden treasure.  You’ll hike 

around “the ponds” of Presque Isle, a little known birding 
hotspot that provides opportunities to view both shoreline 

and woodland bird species.  Your guide, Collen Matula,  
Forestry Specialist with the WDNR, will help you locate birds 

and other wildlife that frequent this location.   
 

Transportation: Carpool 
Physical Activity Level: Relaxed:  Flat terrain, 1-2 miles. 

© NLDC Staff 

© NLDC Staff 

© Nancy Anna 

© Bev Engstrom 



6 

Field Trips 

 Saturday, May 13, 8:00am-11:30am 

Turtle-Flambeau  
Auto Tour 

Leaders: Terry Daulton 
and Jeff Wilson 

 
Join your guides Terry Daulton and Jeff Wilson as they 

take you to several prime birding spots around the 
Turtle-Flambeau Scenic Waters Area.  You will drive 
between birding locations, stopping periodically to 

get out of the van and view both shore and woodland 
bird species.  This trip will involve limited hiking and is 

a good option for those who are looking for a very 
relaxed birding experience.   

 
Transportation: Provided 

Physical Activity Level: Relaxed. Mostly driving with 
occasional short walks on gentle terrain. 

 

© 

Little Turtle Flowage Hike 
Leaders: Anna Buckardt and Donna 

Roche 
 

Join graduate student Anna Buckardt and 
Bird Club member Donna Roche on a hike 

around the Little Turtle Flowage.  This  
wetland area is a part of the Little Turtle  

Waterfowl Management Area, and its diverse 
habitat promotes a wide variety of migratory 
and resident bird species such as Black Terns, 

Osprey, Bald Eagles, Wood Ducks, and  
Hooded Mergansers.   

 
Transportation: Carpool 

Physical Activity Level: Moderate:  Gentle 
 terrain, 2-3 miles. 

© Bev Engstrom 

 
 
 

Van Vliet Old Growth Hemlocks 
Leader: Licia Johnson 

 
Discovery Center Naturalist Licia Johnson will take 

you on a guided exploration of this recently designat-
ed State Natural Area.  The beautiful old growth for-
est and other diverse habitats of this site offer great 
opportunities for viewing hermit thrush and several 
warbler species such as Black-and-white Warblers 
and Black-throated Green Warblers.  This trip will 

also focus on other wildlife and landscape features. 
 

Transportation: Carpool 
Physical Activity Level: Moderate:  Hilly terrain, 2-3 

miles. 
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Keynote 

“Attracting Bluebirds to Your Yard or Natural Area” 

Saturday, May 13, 12:15pm-1:00pm 

Speaker: Pat Ready 

 

 

© Bev Engstrom 

This presentation will cover what 

you need to know to attract 

 bluebirds to your yard or a natural 

area.  Learn nest box  

requirements, habitat type and 

methods that will help you attract 

bluebirds. Other cavity nesters will 

be briefly covered also. 

About the Speaker 

Patrick Ready lives in Madison, WI and is a Back Yard Nature  

Specialist for the Wild Birds Unlimited store there. He has been 

the president of the Bluebird Restoration Assoc. of WI (BRAW) for 

the past 3 years. He maintains 6 bluebird trails in Dane County and 

has been monitoring nest boxes since 1999. He is also the editor 

of the Wisconsin Bluebird the quarterly newsletter for BRAW. The 

past couple of years he has been involved with American Kestrel 

nest box monitoring for Madison Audubon in south central Dane 

Co. He enjoys bird watching, photography and kayaking in his 

spare time. 
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Concurrent Sessions 

 

 

 

Birds of Prey with Live 

 Education Hawk 

Session 1: 1:15pm-2:10pm 

Session 2: 2:20pm-3:15pm 

         Speaker: Vern Gentele 

Learn about the birds of prey of Wisconsin in this 

 informative program.  This includes general  

characteristics of raptors, the seven different families found 

in Wisconsin, threats facing birds of prey, and conservation 

efforts.  You will also have a chance to meet  Apollo the Red-

Tailed Hawk.  Apollo was hit by a car and taken to a wildlife 

rehabilitator in Spooner, WI.  Unfortunately, it was soon  

discovered that he was completely blind in his left eye which 

made him unreleasable.  On January 13, 2009 he became a  

permanent part of the Trees for Tomorrow Education Staff. 

 

About the  

Organization 

Trees For Tomorrow 

(TFT) is a nonprofit 

501(c)(3) natural 

 resources specialty 

school nestled on over 

30 forested acres in 

Eagle River, Wisconsin. TFT uses a  

combination of field and classroom studies 

to teach sustainable practices as well as  

demonstrate the benefits of contemporary 

resource management.  

About the Speaker 

Anna Buckardt has a 

BS in Wildlife Ecology 

and Management and 

Applied Ecology and 

Environmental Science 

from Michigan  

Technological Univer-

sity in Houghton, MI.  

She is currently  

pursuing a Master’s 

degree in Wildlife Ecology at the University 

of Maine. Her research focuses on young  

forest birds and habitat management in 

Wisconsin. She is currently in the second 

field season of her project and excited to 

share her project. 

Woodcock Conservation in Wisconsin:  

How Can Landowners Help?  

Session 1: 1:15pm-2:10pm 

Speaker: Anna Buckardt 

American Woodcock are a unique woodland shorebird 

that breed in Wisconsin’s young forests and whose 

population is declining. Woodcock conservation and 

recovery strategies focus on creating and maintaining 

suitable young forest breeding habitat to increase 

woodcock populations. The amount of habitat needed 

to bolster woodcock populations requires manage-

ment on both public and private lands. This presenta-

tion discusses the importance of young forest manage-

ment on private lands for woodcock and how best to 

get private landowners interested and involved in 

woodcock conservation and monitoring efforts. 
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Concurrent Sessions 

 

 

 
Does Diet Quality Correlate with the Life History Characteristics of  

Ducks, Geese, and Swans? 
Session 1: 1:15pm-2:20pm 

Speaker: Pat Brown 
 

Many life history characteristics of North American waterfowl, like body size and clutch size, may be influenced by 
the species' capability to acquire nutrients.  I evaluated these possible effects by classifying waterfowl species by 
their diets (whether they are herbivores, omnivores, or carnivores) to determine if there is any correlation of life 
history and reproductive characteristics with diet.  Based on a review of North American waterfowl, omnivores 
have the best diet quality based upon feeding efficiency and nutrient balance.  Carnivores appear to be energy  

limited and herbivores protein limited.  Patterns in reproductive and life history characteristics are likely shaped by 
diet quality and the related implications to nutrient budgets to maximize their reproductive fitness.   

About the Speaker 

Pat Brown is a professor of biology at Northern Michigan University.  He previously 

worked as the Dean of Arts and Sciences at the University of Alaska, Juneau, Director of 

the Michigan Natural Features inventory (a research and outreach group within  

Michigan State University Extension), Director for the Center for Wildlife Ecology in the 

Illinois Natural History Survey, Department Head of Biology and Chemistry at Lake  

Superior State University, and held faculty positions at West Virginia University,  

University of Maine Orono, and Auburn University.  His degrees include a Ph.D. from the University of Missouri-

Columbia in Fisheries and Wildlife Ecology, an M.S. degree in Animal Ecology from Iowa State University , and a B.S. 

in Biology from Central Michigan University.  He has a wife (of 43 years), two grown sons, and enjoys  

birding, hiking, nature photography, and playing with his Labrador Retriever. 

Building Birdhouses 
Session 1: 1:15pm – 2:10pm  
Session 2: 2:20pm – 3:15pm 

Workshop Leader: Ryan Wahlgren 
 

Take home a handmade festival souvenir!  
 Construct a birdhouse using pre-cut wood pieces 

and place in your yard or natural area to house 
native birds! 

© NLDC Staff 
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Concurrent Sessions 
 

 

 Gardening for Birds 

Session 2: 2:20pm-3:15pm 

Speaker: Quita Sheehan 

 

Quita will share tips and techniques 

for identifying and installing native 

habitat components in your gardens.  

She will help you ensure that the 

birds and other critters you invite into 

your yard find the food, shelter, and 

safe conditions they need to survive 

and successfully reproduce. 

About the Speaker 

 

Quita has a back-

ground in plant  

ecology (in other 

words she's a plant 

geek).  Since 2010, 

Quita has been  

providing technical assistance to the public on  

protecting,   restoring or developing native gardens, 

including the design and installation of shoreland  

restoration projects.  She is also happy to identify 

plants for people or just look at pictures of plants 

that anyone wants to share! 

About the Speaker 

Jeff Wilson is a retired 

wildlife technician who 

worked over 25 years for 

the Wisconsin DNR.  Since 

retirement he has done 

contract wildlife  research 

for the US Geological  

Survey, Colorado Fish and 

Game, US Forest Service, as well as  

volunteering for many wildlife surveys and 

management projects.  His work includes  

experience with bald eagle and osprey,  

common loons, black bears, furbearers, and 

forest and wildlife habitat management.  He 

grew up on a farm in Iowa and attended  

Northland College, studying Environmental 

Studies. 

   Osprey Management and 
   Recovery 

   Session 2: 2:20pm-3:15pm 
   Speaker: Jeff Wilson 

 

 

Jeff Wilson's involvement with osprey began in the 

1980's when Wisconsin's osprey  

population was listed as state endangered.  His work 

with osprey involved artificial nest construction in 

three states, 30 years of banding, a nest camera pro-

ject, and a hacking project that  

established a now thriving population in Iowa.  His 

presentation will describe the management and  

recovery of this iconic species. 

Register at: 

North Lakeland Discovery Center 

Www.discoverycenter.net ~ 715.543.2085 

© NLDC Staff 

© NLDC Staff 


