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CITIZEN SCIENCE PROJECTS: Healthy Waters

Contact
Phone
715.543.2085
877.543.2085 (toll free)
Email
contact@discoverycenter.net

The North Lakeland Discovery
Center is excited to partner with
the Manitowish Waters Lakes
Association and the Town of
Manitowish Waters to combat
the threat of aquatic invasive
species (AIS) . We are excited to
offer adult and children’s aquatic
invasive species programs to the
community. We have focused
on raising awareness on ‘the
big three’: curly leaf pondweed,
purple loosestrife, and Eurasian Getting ready to release purple loosestrife bio-control
water milfoil (the only one not ‘Chella’ beetles from the rearing cage.
currently found in the chain).
We have expanded our AIS lake monitoring program by training ‘lake captains’ for
Manitowish Waters lakes. The ‘captains’ work with ‘deck hand’ volunteers to monitor
their lake’s shorelines and weedy areas. One of our primary goals of this volunteerdriven project is to map the locations of invasive species in the area. Continued on pg. 3
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OUR MISSION
The North Lakeland Discovery Center is a
community-based environmental learning
center that promotes stewardship of the
region’s natural and cultural resources.
Property managed under an
agreement with the WI DNR.

THE BIG EVENT - Highlights-a-Plenty!
2011 has been a fabulous year. May 29 was a fabulous day. This year’s
BIG EVENT AUCTION & DINNER proved to be our largest fundraiser to
date, raising over $50,000 and doubling past efforts. The collaborative
nature of this event is a success story in itself. A round of applause is
due to the Big Event committee, led by Bob and Sherlene Schmidt, and
to the many auction item donors and businesses, volunteer-helpers, and
attendee-donors. Furthermore, a warm note of appreciation is extended
to Auctioneer Sterling Strathe, from Sterling Auction & Realty Services
LLC (Stevens Point), for the outstanding job he did on the Center’s
behalf. The live auction raised $38,000 -- $20,000 of which will “FundOur-Wish” in support of Student and
Citizen Science. The expanded need
for citizen and student science funding
is due to grant funding cuts in natural
resource education and research. Over
75 gifts supported this campaign, with
a culminating match gift, compliments
of new member-donor Tom Miller.
The Center’s student and citizen
science activities provide the needed
training and tools for monitoring wildlife
and lake populations, and for assessing lake and forest health. We
guide, support and lead data collection efforts, and we are responsible
for reporting data to field professionals. Our 2010-2011 monitoring
efforts include: placing and monitoring Loon nest platforms, gauging lake
levels, radio-collaring and monitoring the endangered American marten,
tagging Monarch butterflies, banding and
surveying owls, songbirds and waterfowl,
tracking and howling for wolves, and
monitoring and managing invasive
species.
The BIG EVENT (and beyond) are
“fabulous” because of you – and others
like you. Our successes are due to
the growing support and generosity of
members, donors, volunteers and the
broader Northwoods community. This
2011, we have been fortunate to add
staff, expand programs and services,
and to continually improve upon our
trails, grounds and facilities. We thank
you for your connection and support, and
encourage you to share and experience
the place with your friends, families
and neighbors. The Discovery Center
community is truly special, and one we
encourage you to take collective pride in.
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Citizen Science: Lake Level Monitoring
The Discovery Center has been instrumental in establishing a citizen scientist lake level
monitoring program in Vilas County. The program began following concerns about the
drop in lake levels due to prolonged drought in the Northwoods area. There was a need
to gather information on how different lake types were responding to the drought. All
of the lakes in this program are unregulated with no dams and fall into three lake type
categories: drained, drainage, and seepage. Thanks to precipitation in the last year, we
are happy to report that lakes in the area are back up to healthy lake levels.
The program began in 2009 with volunteers monitoring four lakes, and in 2011 we have
expanded the program to 26 lakes! We work closely with researchers at the UW Trout
Lake Research Station to develop a protocol. Each May, we install and calibrate lake
level gauges with the assistance of dedicated volunteer, Al Drum. Monitors read the
gauge and record lake levels weekly throughout the summer and fall.
The data will be entered into the statewide SWIMS database to assist managers with
making informed decisions. Additionally, we are a pioneer program in the state, and
statewide database coordinators are using Vilas County data to construct lake level
monitoring entry screens into the database. We are excited that this program is a model
of how citizen science data can be useful on a statewide basis.

AIS, continued from pg. 1
Curly leaf pondweed, a prolific aquatic invasive plant that
usually occurs in waters less than 4 meters deep, was
found in Island Lake a year ago by a volunteer trained by
our program. It starts growing early and usually dies by midsummer. The plant has the potential to create dissolved
oxygen problems due to algae and decomposition. Thanks
to our annual monitoring efforts, we also identified a large
area of curly leaf pondweed in Rice Creek and smaller
patches in the Spider-Island Channel and the mouth of
the Manitowish River. Following a WI-DNR point-intercept
survey of all aquatic plants in Island Lake this summer,
a lake management plan will be written with treatment
options investigated.
Purple loosestrife is an invasive plant that has an effective
biological control method-Galerucella beetles which eat Releasing Purple Loosestrife bio-control “Chella” beetles on Wild
the leaves and keep flowers from forming. The Discovery Rice Lake after rearing the beetles at the Discovery Center.
Center has a beetle rearing program which will release
beetles in infested areas in July. With the help of student and citizen volunteers and the Iron County Invasive
Conservation District, we dug and potted plants in early spring. In June, we collected beetles and placed them on
the plants with nets.
The Discovery Center is always willing to help you identify any potential invasive species you may find in your lake
and stream travels. Our aquatic invasive species program could not be successful without the support of the town
and the MWLA, and through the efforts of volunteers. We remain very thankful for their assistance.
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Center for Conservation Leadership
The second week of June was a busy one for us! We welcomed The Center for Conservation Leadership from Lake
Forest, Illinois to join us for a week long ecology camp. A group of 18 high school students and three counselors
made the journey, to participate in an intense, fun-filled week of exploration and education.
The Center for Conservation Leadership (CCL) is committed to developing and
empowering the next generation of leaders, emphasizing the importance of human
interaction with the environment. The participating students have an interest in the
environment and a passion for the outdoors. Their work and connection with CCL
continues for a year, with monthly seminars, gatherings, and community projects. The
week at the Discovery Center was the catalyst and jumping off point for their upcoming
year together. And what a week it was…
Getting up close and personal

Reading poetry by John Bates
along the Manitowish River.

The group spent their time exploring the Northwoods,
with local wildlife!
by canoe, pontoon, foot and car. Canoe lessons and
activities led to a Manitowish River canoe trip. The highlight of this trip was the
sighting of a giant sturgeon. The students also delved into the world of the American
Pine Marten, searching by radio collar (telemetry) for the endangered species. Our
naturalists introduced them to efforts the Center is engaged in, on the martens’
habitat, behavior, forest corridors, and
population. Students participated in the
project as student scientists and research
monitors.

The week featured presentations and
activities on birds, wolves, loons, and bats – animals the Discovery
Center is involved with on a conservation-research level. The students
were active participants in bird banding, bog ecology trips, sunset hikes
and paddles, waterfall tours and much more. A day long pontoon trip to
the Turtle Flambeau Flowage focused on habitat and population studies
on Loons, Osprey and Eagle.

Taking in the view at Wolf Mountain.

Throughout the week, art, science, and sense of place
were interwoven themes. The group visited the “Drawing
Water” art exhibit, an art-science exhibit on our northern
lakes. The week’s culminating projects showcased
student experiences through creative expression, with
each student preparing a conservation-themed art/
science project.
The end of their Discovery Center adventure was not the
end of their Wisconsin experience. The students were
off to Camp Manitowish for leadership skill development,
and then to Northland College and Lake Superior
for expanded ecology studies. We were thrilled and
thankful to be a part of the CCL student experience; and
are already excitedly talking about 2012’s return visit. :)
Group picture at Yondota Falls.

To learn more about the CCL, or to read their blog from this camp,
please visit http://www.lfola.org/natureeducation/centerforconservation.aspx.
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Free Scenic Water Pontoon Tours
The Discovery Center is the recipient of a grant from the Natural Resources Foundation, providing free pontoon
trips on the Turtle Flambeau Flowage for Iron County residents. The trips are offered twice daily on Tuesdays,
July 26th and August 2nd, and are guided by a professional naturalist.
The purpose of the Center’s Scenic Waters Tours – A Backyard
Experience, is to make the Turtle Flambeau Scenic Waters Area
(TFSWA) accessible for financially disadvantaged Iron County
residents, and to introduce and educate residents on the diverse
habitat and wildlife, the brilliant woods and waters, and the unique
recreational opportunities the area provides.
Interested residents are invited to call the Discovery Center
to sign up (877) 543-2085.

Follow Us!
Check in to read about our regularly updated phenology, program and events
highlights and photo of the week!

Our Blog:

http://stewardsofthenorthwoods.blogspot.com/

On Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/NorthLakelandDiscoveryCenter
Or, just search for North Lakeland Discovery Center

Cut Here.........................................................................................................................................................................................

Membership Form
All membership levels include:
Discovery Center Membership
• Free onsite use of watercraft and snowshoes
Individual/Seeker................................................$25.00
Family/Household/Trekker.................................$50.00
Adventurer........................................................$100.00
Trailblazer.........................................................$250.00
Explorer............................................................$500.00
Voyageur........................................................$1,000.00
Pathfinder.......................................................$2,500.00
Guide.............................................................$5,000.00
Business............................................................$250.00

Please make me a Bird Club member for an additional $10
Please make me a Timber Wolf Alliance member for $25.00
or more: ______ Amount

My check for $_________ is enclosed

• Monthly newsletters
• Program guide mailed to your home
• Discounts on programs and NLDC merchandise
Increased benefits at higher membership levels:
please call or see our website for details.

Name___________________________________________
Address_________________________________________
City___________________________St_____Zip________
Phone___________________________________________
Email___________________________________________
The North Lakeland Discovery Center is a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit corporation, so
your contribution to The Center is fully tax deductible as allowed by relevant law.

Charge to : Mastercard
Visa
Account#_______________________Exp. Date_______
For more details about becoming a member of the Discovery
Center, NLDC Bird Club or TWA please visit our website at
DiscoveryCenter.net.
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Please return membership form to:
NLDC, PO Box 237 Manitowish Waters, WI 54545.

Sunday

7

Nature Nook:
Wonder of
Wolves
10 a.m.-12 p.m.
WEEKEND WITH
WOLVES

14
Nature Nook:
Wild Weasels
10 a.m.-12 p.m.

21

28

Yoga Class
7:30-8:45 a.m.

Monday
1
(Intermediate-Vinyasa)

10-11 a.m.
(Beginner-Gentle Flow)

Discover Your World:
Alien Invaders
9-11:30 a.m.

8
Yoga Class
(Time/levels same as the 1st)

Discover Your World:
Meta-morpha-what?
9-11:30 a.m.

15 Yoga Class
(Time/levels same
as the 1st)

Yoga Class

Discover Your
World: Nature’s
Musicians
9-11:30 a.m.

22
(Time/levels same as the 1st)

Discover Your
World:
Ants on Parade
9-11:30 a.m.

(Time/levels same as the 4th)

29 Yoga Class
Community
Connections
Appreciation Picnic
5-7 p.m.

3

Free Guided Nature
Hike
10-11:30 a.m.

Bats over Water
Acoustic Monitoring
8:00-10:30 p.m.

10

Waterlife Film
Showing
7-8:30 p.m.

4

Wolf Howling
7:30-10 p.m.

Wolf Howling
7:30-10 p.m.

25

Wolf Howling
7:30-10 p.m.

18

11 Nibbles ‘N
Knowledge:
MW Prehistoric and
Early Historic Cultural
Traditions
5-7:30 p.m.

Bog Walk
9-11 a.m.

Wednesday Thursday

AUGUST 2011

Underwater Fish
Photography
7 p.m.

9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Adventure Club:
Crazy Kayaking

Pontoon Tour
9 a.m.-12 p.m.
and 1-4 p.m.

Tuesday
2

9
Pontoon Tour
9 a.m.-12 p.m.
and 1-4 p.m.
Adventure Club:
BJ Bikers
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

17
Bats over Water
Acoustic Monitoring
8:00-10:30 p.m.

16
Pontoon Tour
9 a.m.-12 p.m.
and 1-4 p.m.

Free Guided Nature
Hike
10-11:30 a.m.

Sunset Nature
Walk
6:30-8 p.m.

31

Understanding
Black Bears
7 p.m.

Free Guided Nature
Hike
10-11:30 a.m.

24

Adventure Club:
Waterfalls and the
Great Lake
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

23

Pontoon Tour
9 a.m.-12 p.m.
and 1-4 p.m.

30
Scenic Waters
Pontoon Tour
9 a.m.-12 p.m.
and 1-4 p.m.
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Friday

6

Saturday

Nature Nook:
Wonder of
Wolves
9 a.m.-12 p.m.

13

27

20

Sailing Lessons
1-3:30 p.m.

Basketry Workshop
for Young Ones
1-4 p.m.

Nature Nook:
Wild Weasels
9 a.m.-12 p.m.

WEEKEND WITH
WOLVES

Allequash Lake
Canoe
12-4:30 p.m.

12
Magnificent
Monarch Tagging
1-2:30 p.m.

19
Sailing Lessons
9-11:30 a.m.
River Canoe Trip
12-4:30 p.m.

26
Magnificent
Monarch Tagging
1-2:30 p.m.

For further details on programs
please call 877.543.2085 or
register online at
www.DiscoveryCenter.net.
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