
Fulfilling Our Wish
J. Singer writes: “the longer the 
island of knowledge, the longer 
the shoreline of wonder.”  At the 
Discovery Center, we seek ways to 
create and build opportunities for 
wonderment.  Our naturalists are 
passionate about our Northwoods 
wildlife, and are continually 
searching for ways to share and 
build this excitement and passion.  

At 2010’s Big Event Auction 
& Social, we asked members 
to “Fund-A-Wish.”  Supporters 
responded generously, donating 
nearly $5000.  

Our wish was teaching or “wonderment” tools – wildlife skulls, tracks, furs, and mounts, 
as well as tools for physical and sensory exploration including snowshoes, GPS units,  
Continued on pg. 2
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In 1890 Roman Woodzicka homesteaded 
95 acres on Lake Tomahawk, where 
he subsequently developed Sunflower 
Cottage Resort.  Roman’s 14-years old 
son, Fabian, built his first boat on the 
veranda of his parent’s home.  Seventeen 
years later, Fabian opened the Sunflower 
Boat Works factory along the lake’s shore. 
Sadly, the factory burnt down in the 1980s, 
with all records, plans and boat forms lost.  

During that time, the Tom & Carol 
Beech Family purchased the property, 
whereby one Sunflower boat sat next 
to the cabin.  It is believed the boat 
was built during WWII, since its’ nails, 
screws and bolts were steel (not 
brass or bronze which were largely 
unavailable during the war).  In the 
90’s, the Beech Family kindly donated 
the boat to the Discovery Center.  
Being in an unusable condition, it lay 
outside the shop, just waiting... until 
now.    

Rolf Ethun, Board Member, has 
restored the Sunflower to its original 

glory, with new wood (excepting the cedar planking), brass hardware, 
eight coats of spar varnish, and three coats of marine primer and paint.  
This beautiful 14-foot 4-oar boat will be a centerpiece item at the May 29th 
Big Event Live Auction.  Make plans to attend, and take a peak at this 
historical beauty – you may even leave as its new owner!

RESTORED SUNFLOWER BOAT A 
HIGHTLIGHT ITEM AT THE BIG EVENT 
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Fulfilling Our Wish, continued from pg. 1

mp3 players, and digital flip cameras.  
These items provide the opportunity 
for all ages to experience nature, 
wildlife and learning in a multi-
sensory, hands-on way.  

Thank you, sincerely, for making 
our wish come true.  Stop in and 
check out one of our faves – a skull 
replica of a 1400 pound Kodiak bear.  
It is truly impressive!     

In Memory of a Friend
A wonderful man and friend of the Discovery Center recently passed 
away.  William (Bill) A. Bablitch will be missed - as an active 
board member, generous donor, friend and mentor.  Bill brought to the 
Discovery Center, and to many who knew him, a sense of together-
ness and respect.  His 20-year career as a Wisconsin Supreme Court 
Justice provided him a venue to make a diference.  Upon leaving the 
Supreme Court in 2003, Bill continued to make a difference. He was 
connected and dedicated to the Discovery Center, as a supporter of the 
wildlife and the land which we know, love, and work to promote.  We 
extend our heartfelt sympathies to Bill’s wife, Ann Milne, and family and 
friends.  Memorial contributions to the Discovery Center, as requested 
by the family, are being accepted in Bill’s memory.
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by Licia Johnson, NLDC Staff Naturalist

In the early spring when 
sap flows from tree roots 
into trunks, it breathes 
life back into the trees.  
The flow inside the tree is 

triggered by cold nights below freezing and warmer days with temperatures 
pushing above the freezing mark and into the 40s.  For Native Americans, 
it meant the harvest of an important and tasty resource.  They would 
move their tribe’s people to the sugar camp to harvest the sap.  First they 
tapped the trees with spouts made from reeds or hollow twigs.  Next, they 
collected sap in containers (muk kuk) and heated it over an open fire until 
it thickened into syrup or turned to sugar. 

What is a Sugar Bush? It is an area where maple trees grow 
abundantly and provide an area for sugaring.  Sugar maples have the 
greatest amount of sugar content in the sap and make the best syrup.  
You can also use red and silver maples, box elders and birch trees.  An 
average maple produces about 20 gallons of sap in the spring.  

Did you know?  
It takes 40 gallons of sap to make one gallon of syrup!!  As you boil sap 
down, the water content decreases and the sugar content increases, 
producing a thicker, sweet syrup.  

If you would like to learn more, join us for a trip to two maple sugaring 
operations.  We will start with a small scale back yard operation and 
then travel to a large sugar shack at the famous Swanson’s Sugar 
Bush.  This program will be held Saturday, March 26 from 12-4 p.m.  

Call the Discovery Center, 1.877.543.2085, or check out our website, www.discoverycenter.net, for more details!

Naturalist Notes:
To the Sugarbush!

Many larger operations will use collection bags like 
this to collect sap as it drips from trees.
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1 Mark your Calendars for our 
7th Annual Bird Fest!

May 20 & 21, 2011

KEYNOTE~ Laura Erickson is back with her presentation entitled 
“Migration from the Gulf to WIsconsin.” From loons to hummingbirds, 
a host of migrating birds spend time in or over the Gulf of Mexico. 
How has the BP oil spill affected them? 

FRIDAY SPEAKER~ Local author and naturalist John Bates will 
be presenting “Spring Bird Migration in Wisconsin’s Northwoods – 
A Phenology and Guide to Attracting Migrants”

PLUS...AM FIELD TRIPS AND PM PRESENTATIONS!
For more information and registration 

materials, please visit 
www.discoverycenter.net/specialevents3.html

© 2006 Marie Nitke/ Grand Rapids Herald-Review 



The Timber Wolf Alliance seeks art submissions, to be featured 
on TWA’s 2011 Wolf Awareness Week poster.  Over 30,000 
posters are distributed nationwide to a variety of institutions and 
individuals, including schools, nature centers, zoos and more. 

TWA welcomes and encourages entries from a wide range of artists and media.  All artists working in a two 
dimensional medium are invited to enter the competition. The chosen artist will receive prominent credit on the poster 
and website, 200 copies of the poster, and a $500 stipend. Entries must have as wolves the subject (gray, Mexican 
gray, red), and, if included, should include accurate habitat depictions in 
their native environment.  For paintings, realism is preferred, and accuracy 
in portrayal of wolves’ anatomy, pelage, and the surrounding habitat are 
critical.  The theme for the 2011 posters is “Why Wolves?  Wolves’ Role 
in a Healthy Ecosystem.”  Artwork can be specific or general as related to 
the theme.  Entries should be submitted as either a transparency (slide) 
or a digital file format. All entries must be postmarked no later than April 
20, 2011. 

For further details and an official entry form, please visit TWA’s website at 
www.timberwolfalliance.org.  Further questions may be directed to Licia 
Johnson at 877-543-2085 or email her at licia@discoverycenter.com.

The Timber Wolf Alliance Facebook page has over 200 friends.  If you’re not a friend yet, please join us to 
stay up to date on TWA events.
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Wolf Tales 
from the 

Timber Wolf 
Alliance

Wolf Awareness Week 
Call For Artists!

Critter Activity at the Discovery Center!

While out grooming the ski trails, Ryan, our 
Buildings and Grounds Coordinator, spotted this 
little guy getting lunch.  This short-tailed weasel 
had caught a mouse and was attempting to drag it 
off the trail.  As the days become shorter in the fall, 
this weasel will start to produce white hair and will 
eventually turns completely white, except for the 
tip of the tail.  During this white color, winter-phase, 
the weasel is called an ermine.  

An immature Sharp-shinned Hawk enjoys a 
Chickadee dinner outside our office windows.  
This same hawk came back again this week but 
was unsuccessful at nabbing another dinner.  The 
colorations of males and females are the same in 
this species of hawk, so we cannot determine for 
certain if this is a male or female.  One means 
for distinguishing the sexes, referred to as sexual 
dimorphism, is size (female accipiter hawks are 
larger).  Our best guess based on the size of this 
bird is that this visitor is a female.

2010 Winning poster artwork “Reverie” by Jon Ren.
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Membership Form
Discovery Center Membership 
   Individual/Seeker................................................$25.00
   Family/Household/Trekker.................................$50.00
   Adventurer........................................................$100.00
   Trailblazer.........................................................$250.00
   Explorer............................................................$500.00
   Voyageur........................................................$1,000.00
 		Pathfinder.......................................................$2,500.00
   Guide.............................................................$5,000.00

   Business............................................................$250.00

   Please make me a Bird Club member for an additional $10

   Please make me a Timber Wolf Alliance member for $25.00 
or more: ______ Amount

Name___________________________________________                
Address_________________________________________
City___________________________St_____Zip________
Phone___________________________________________
Email___________________________________________

Cut Here.........................................................................................................................................................................................

For more details about becoming a member of the Discovery 
Center, NLDC Bird Club or TWA please visit our website at 
www.discoverycenter.net.

Please return membership form to: 
NLDC, PO Box 237 Manitowish Waters, WI 54545.  

My check for $_________ is enclosed

Charge to :  Mastercard       Visa
Account#_______________________Exp. Date_______

All membership levels include:
• Free onsite use of watercraft and snowshoes
• Monthly newsletters
• Program guide mailed to your home
• Discounts on programs and NLDC merchandise

Increased benefits at higher membership levels: 
please call or see our website for details.

The North Lakeland Discovery Center is a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit corporation, so 
your contribution to The Center is fully tax deductible as allowed by relevant law.

 Big Dates  2011

APRIL
MIDWEST CRANE COUNT, April 16      
                    

MAY                 
BIRDING FESTIVAL, May 20 - 21               

BIG EVENT AUCTION, May 29 
            

JUNE
WINE IN THE WOODS, June 30 

 JULY                  
Just Tri It TRIATHLON, July 2  

FUTURE OF OUR LAKES Art 
Exhibit, July 29 - August 4

AUGUST
VOYAGUER DINNER, August 15

VOLUNTEER PICNIC, August 29

MARCH GREEN FIRE, March 7
A full-length documentary film about legendary environmentalist Aldo Leopold.  Green Fire 
highlights his extraordinary career, tracing how Leopold shaped and influenced the modern 
environmental movement.

At the Sigurd Olson Environmental Institute, Ashland, WI.  7pm.  Group transportation from the 
Discovery Center available.  Contact Sarah 1.877.543.2085 or sarah@discoverycenter.net.

Sponsored by Northland College and the Timber Wolf Alliance.  
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